Pre-surgical information
St. Tammany Humane Society Veterinary Clinic
985-892-7387

Your pet is scheduled for anesthesia / surgery. . . . What you need to know: 
***It is VERY important that you take time to review this sheet. ***

Anesthesia/Surgical information:
Blood work:   Like you, our greatest concern is the well being of your pet.  Prior to putting your pet under anesthesia, we recommend pre-surgical blood work to evaluate your pets overall health (screens for hypoglycemia, kidney disease, liver disease and anemia.) The tests are performed by an outside lab if done 48 hours prior to surgery (cost$36.95) or can be ran in our in-hospital laboratory for $42.95 on the day of surgery. If you’d like to take advantage of the savings, please call to schedule an appointment for pre-surgical blood work up to 2 weeks prior to your pet’s surgical appointment.   This blood work is REQUIRED if you pet is over 7 years of age and undergoing a dental procedure. 

Heartworm Test: If your dog is not on Heartworm prevention and/or hasn’t been tested in the 12 months prior to surgery, testing is highly recommended and costs $28.00. If you elect not to have your pet tested, you will be required to sign a waiver stating you understand there are additional anesthetic risks in pets with heartworms.  You will also have the option of electing to have additional anesthetic precautions taken which include an intravenous catheter and Propofol anesthetic induction which is a safer, but more expensive anesthetic option. The cost of these is an additional $72. If your dog is heartworm positive, you also will have the option to choose to use these safer anesthetics.  If you decline the use of these alternative anesthetics, you will have to sign a waiver. 

Anesthesia/Surgical Consent Forms:  You will be required to sign an Anesthesia and Surgical release form prior to your pet undergoing surgery.  If your pet is undergoing a routine procedure (spay or neuter), a copy of the form can be found on our website under “hospital forms” heading. By printing and completing the form prior to dropping your pet(s) off, this will save you time on the morning of surgery.  If you do not pre-complete the forms, please be prepared to spend at least 10 minutes to thoroughly read over the form when you drop off your pet on the morning of surgery. 

Patient  Preparation: Unless instructed otherwise, do not give your pet food or water after midnight the night before surgery.  Anesthesia often causes nausea and we do not want your pet to vomit while under anesthesia and during recovery. 

Patient Drop-Off / Pick-Up:  Surgical Patients must be dropped off between 8:30 and 9am on the morning of surgery.  Most pets are ready to go home between 4 and 5 pm.  If your pet is ready earlier, we will call you and let you know. Occasionally, a pet may not be ready to go home until closer to 5pm. 

Post-surgery Instructions:  The post-surgery instructions will vary depending on the procedure performed. In general, the following instructions should be followed: 

· You’re pet will need a quiet, calm place to rest on the evening of surgery. 

· Your pet’s activity should be restricted after surgery. No running or jumping for at least 7 days after surgery. 

· Do NOT allow your pet to lick or chew at surgery site. If you notice your pet licking or chewing or you are afraid your pet will, we have Elizabethan collars for sale which prevent your pet from having access to the surgical site. 
· If your pet licks or chew s the site and it becomes infected, you will be responsible for the cost of medication to treat the infection. 

· If you pet has sutures (internal or external), do not bathe your pet for 7 to 10 days after surgery

· On the evening of Surgery, only feed your pet a small meal.  Excessive eating or drinking may cause vomiting.  

· Resume normal feeding the day after surgery unless instructed otherwise.  

Additional Services: We offer additional services that can be performed on the day of surgery which include: 
· Implanting a microchip, which is a permanent form of identification for your pet - $20

· Complete a urinalysis (recommended in dogs over 7 years of age or older) - $32
· Take chest x-rays to detect any hidden lung/heart disease -  $95

· Trim your pet’s nails - Up to $14
· Clean your pet’s ears - $19
· Express your pet’s anal sacs -  $17
· Soft Paws Nail Caps (cats only) $22 for front or back paws, $40 for both front and back. 
